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EXPERIENCE

Peter Rona's work is the investigation of ocean ridges and continental margins using geophysical and geological methods. He worked on the structure and stratigraphy of the eastern North American and northwestern African continental margins using seismic, bathymetric and magnetic methods between 1960 and 1972. Since 1972 this work has focused on ocean ridge crest processes with emphasis on the role of seafloor hydrothermal systems (thermal and chemical fluxes and mineralization). He is working with colleagues to originate, develop, and apply innovative acoustic methods to image, reconstruct in 3-D, and quantify hydrothermal plumes and diffuse flow. He has initiated and directed multiple projects including the Trans-Atlantic Geotraverse (TAG) and has organized and directed multidisci​plinary, multi-institutional, international research teams. He has served as chief or co-chief scientist on research cruises with ships and sub​mersibles almost every year since 1960. He has published over 250 scientific papers, an atlas of the central North Atlantic, co‑edited five books, served as associate editor of two leading scientific journals, and co-edited five special issues, organized and chaired numerous scientific symposia, serves as a consultant to the United Nations on seafloor resources and the marine environment, and contributes community service including development and leadership of public science centers.
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