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HF Radar vs Drifters
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https://github.com/lnazzaro/hfr-drifters/wiki/0-Introduction

https://github.com/lnazzaro/hfr-drifters/wiki/0-Introduction
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Radial Drifter Comparisons
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Drifter Data Sets
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Regional Drifter Data Sets
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Mid Atlantic 
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MARACOOS HFR Surface Current
2007-2016

Northwest Atlantic Surface Currents
1979-2015
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Conclusions
• A software toolbox has been developed to quality control and 

store drifter data in a NetCDF file for easy retrieval and sharing.
• Regional drifter data sources from the US Coast Guard and NOAA 

fisheries can double the amount of drifter data compared to the 
NOAA Global Drifter Program.  
• These regional drifter data sets can also help fill in measurements 

near the coast which make them excellent validation sources for 
HFR.
• The downscaling of the drifter derived climatology of Global near 

surface currents highlighted some issues, which hopefully can be 
improved by utilizing regional drifter data sets.



Center for Ocean Observing Leadership

Thank You

Mid Atlantic Drifter Program:
Development of a Software Toolbox to Manage Drifter Data


