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Space-based Assets 

Source GEO Secretariat 



In-situ systems 



U.S. Department of State, Washington DC 
July 31, 2003 

GEO, the Group on Earth Observations 
An Intergovernmental group with 99 Members and 

87 Participating Organizations 



 

To realize a future wherein decisions and 

actions, for the benefit of humankind, are 

informed by coordinated, comprehensive 

and sustained Earth observations and 

information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GEO Vision 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
•  Improve and Coordinate Observation 
Systems 

•  Advance Broad Open Data Policies/
Practices 

•  Foster Increased Use of EO Data and 
Information 

•  Build Capacity   

 
GEO Objectives 
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87 Participating Organizations 



Global Earth Observation  
System of Systems 

(GEOSS) 
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GEOSS Provides Coordinated 
 Access to Information from Various Sources 



GEO             
Home Page 

 

 

GEOSS             
Portal 

 

 

Enabling a System of Systems 



Current Assets 

More than 35 brokered data providers  
– capacities, systems, Communities .. . 

About 14 million (2 million DataCORE) 
resources (mix of data collections, datasets); 
potentially discoverable and accessible  

.. . 

More than 75 million (50 million 
DataCORE) single fields (e.g. satellite 
scene, raingauge record); potentially 
discoverable and accessible  

.. . 



 

!
!

 

GEOSS Portal 
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GEOSS Portal 



Information for  
Societal Benefits 
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•  Mobile App (AIP-7) 
•  Crowd sourcing on Species 
•  Regional Research Projects 
•  Scholars Trained 
•  New Website 
•  2015 Blue Planet 

Symposium 
•  Trans-Atlantic EC-US 

Canada Initiative 

Bridging Ocean Communities 
    (Australia, Canada, EC, UK, USA, CEOS,  
GCOS, GOOS, IOC, POGO, UNESCO, WMO) 
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Biodiversity Observation Network  
 (EC, France, Germany, Japan, Netherlands, Spain, 

South Africa, Sweden, UK, USA, Diversitas, GBIF, IUCN) 
 

 

•   Essential Biodiv Variables 
   5 projects underway 
•   Global Network of 
   Ecosystem Observatories 
•   Marine Biodiversity 
   Observation Network 
•   Tropical Forest Monitoring 
•   BON-in-a-Box Handbook 
•   UN Convention on 
   Biological Diversity (CBD)  

 

 



GEO 
Through 2025 
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Key achievements in advancing  
understanding 

•  Three Strategic Objectives for GEO 
through 2025: 
•  Advocate 
•  Engage 
•  Deliver 
 

•  Encompass major GEO achievements 
and success 
•  Data Sharing Principles 
•  Data Management Principles 
•  Global Earth Observation System of 

Systems (GEOSS) 
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Contributions to sustainability 

•  Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) include clear benchmarks 
against which the world may 
measure progress over the 
coming decade.  
•  integrating earth observations 

in monitoring the water-health 
sector in Post-2015 
development agenda (WHO/
UNEP/UNHABITAT) 

•  Earth observations will need to 
play a critical role in support of 
SDG monitoring frameworks. 
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